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" VDOT 

Welcome Sufolk, VA 23435 

DRAFT EIS 
ISSUED FOR 

PUBLIC REVIEW 
AND COMMENT 

u v 

REFINE PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE AS 

APPROPRIATE 

u 

FINAL EIS ISSUED FOR PUBLIC 
REVIEW & FHWA RECORD 

OF DECISION 

u v [ 

Bowers Hill Interchange Improvements Study 
Environmental Impact Statement 

April 27, 2022 – 5 7 p.m. 
VDOT Hampton Roads District Ofce 

7511 Burbage Dr 

Study Timeline 

STUDY PROCESS 
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will document the analysis of the possible social, economic, cultural and natural resource 
impacts that could result from potential alternatives. 

STUDY 
INITIATION 

u v H 

PURPOSE 
AND NEED 

u v H 

ALTERNATIVES 
DEVELOPMENT/

 RANGE OF 
ALTERNATIVES 

u v H 

IMPACT 
ANALYSIS 

u 

u Agency involvement 

v Public involvement 

H Agency Concurrence Point 

[ Funding for a subsequent 
phase of the project 
(e.g., detailed design, 
fnal design and right 
of way, or construction) 
must be shown in the 
Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program 
(STIP) and Transportation WE ARE HEREImprovement Program 
(TIP) before FHWA can 
issue a Record of Decision. 

IDENTIFY 
PREFERRED 

ALTERNATIVE 
u v H 

The project has been identified for funding as a Regional Priority Project in the region’s 2045 Long-Range Transportation Plan. The Region may choose to advance the project sooner, 
after identification of a Preferred Alternative and action of the Commonwealth Transportation Board. This would be identified in the updates to the Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP), the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). 

Comments 

Please visit the study website at: vdotmeeting.com/bowershill to view the meeting materials, submit comments online or sign up for 
future updates. 

Comments can be submitted online on the study website or via email to: Or submit comments in writing to VDOT 
bowershill@VDOT.virginia.gov Bowers Hill Interchange Improvements Study 
Please reference “Bowers Hill Interchange Improvements Study PH Comments” 11827 Canon Blvd., Suite 402 
in the subject line. Newport News, VA 23606 

Comments must be submitted or postmarked by May 7, 2022. Note that all comments made will become part of the record that will inform 
a Commonwealth Transportation Board decision on the preferred alternative as well as the development of the Final EIS. Substantive 
comments made at this hearing will be responded to in the Final EIS. 

Civil Rights Right-of-Way 

Representatives from VDOT are present to discuss the study and answer your questions. It is the 
responsibility of VDOT to ensure that all members of the community are afforded the opportunity to 
participate in public decisions on transportation systems and studies affecting them. 

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination in all programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

If you need more information in regards to your civil rights on this study or special assistance for persons 
with disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact the District Civil Rights Office listed below. 

Information about right-of-
way purchase is discussed in 
VDOT’s brochure, “A Guide 
for Property Owners and 
Tenants.” The document is 
available at: virginiadot.org/ 
business/resources/Right_of_ 
way/A_Guide_for_Property_ 
Owners_and_Tenants.pdf 

BOWERS HILL 
INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENTS STUDY 
Public Hearing on VDOT’s Recommended Preferred Alternative 

Welcome to the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) 
public hearing on the Recommended Preferred Alternative for the 
Bowers Hill Interchange Improvements Study Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS). The study is being conducted to comply with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

Study Overview 

This study evaluates options to improve the Bowers Hill  
I-664 Interchange in the cities of Chesapeake, Suffolk and  

STUDY AREA Portsmouth.  
 
The Bowers Hill Interchange Improvements Study covers the  
junction of I-664, I-64, I-264, U.S. Route 13, U.S. Route 58,  
U.S. Route 460 and VA Route 191 (Jolliff Road), plus seven  , 
miles of I-664 to near College Drive (exit 8A). Covering  ;t-l 
approximately 12 miles, the corridor spans from I-664 mile  ' 
marker 11 southward to I-664 mile marker 20 in Bowers Hill  .~ \ ( ~ ~. Study location relative to 

i ; 
Go•Cw. 

greater Hampton Roads 
region 

to the end of the study at I-64 mile marker 299.  

,, ~ 

Purpose and Need 

The Purpose and Need sets the goals for the NEPA study and  
serves as the primary criteria in the development   
of alternatives.  

The following needs have been identified for the study:  
• Reduce congestion 
• Improve travel reliability 
• Provide additional travel choice 

VDOT, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), United  
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the Environmental  
Protection Agency (USEPA) agreed on the Purpose and Need for  
the study in December 2020 following an online public survey,  
which resulted in more than 1,300 responses. 

This public hearing is being held to present the alternatives evaluated 
in the EIS, recommend a preferred alternative, and gather input from 
the public. VDOT representatives are on hand to discuss the study 
and answer questions. Comment forms are available at this meeting 
and your input is encouraged. For more information, visit the study 
website at vdotmeeting.com/bowershill. 

Contact Information 

Andrew Pike 1401 E. Broad Street 804-786-2360VDOT Environmental Division 
andrew.pike@VDOT.virginia.gov Richmond, VA 23219 

Nina Ullrich 
nina.ullrich@VDOT.virginia.gov 

VDOT Hampton Roads District 
Communications 

7511 Burbage Drive 
Suffolk, VA 23435 

757-956-3031 

Queen Crittendon 
queen.crittendon@VDOT.virginia.gov 

VDOT Hampton Roads District 
Civil Rights 

7511 Burbage Drive 
Suffolk, VA 23435 

757-956-3300 
(TTY/TDD users call 711) 

© 2022 Commonwealth of Virginia UPC: 111427 | VDOT Proj. No.: 0664-131-028 | FHWA Proj. No.: NHPP-664-7(067) 

View previous presentations and materials and sign up for study updates on the study website at 
www.bowershillinterchange.com or by contacting VDOT. 

mailto:andrew.pike@VDOT.virginia.gov
https://vdotmeeting.com/bowershill
https://virginiadot.org
https://vdotmeeting.com/bowershill


 
  

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Managed Lane Managed Lane 

I ,2· I + + 14'1 + I Pits 11 Pits I + 14'1 + I , 2· I 

Existing Pavement Varies Existing Pavement 

Managed Lanes Managed Lanes 

I 12• I t I t H t I t I 12• I I 12• I + I + H + I + I 12• I 

Existing Pavement Varies Existing Pavement 

Segment (4A/4B) In Design 
LaSa lle Avenue to Denbigh Bou levard 

!!..~ 

/ Interchange 
Improvements 
Study Area 

Hampton Segment (4C) 
In Design 
Settlers Landi ng Road to LaSa lle Avenue 

Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel 
Segment (3) Under Construction 
Patrol Road to Settlers Landing Road 

Existing Reversible 
Express Lanes Segment 
(1) Opened 2018 
1-264 to 1-564 

Norfolk Segment (1 BJ 
In Design 
1-264 to Tidewate r Drive 

Alternatives Carried Forward Recommended Preferred Alternative 

VDOT, FHWA, USACE and USEPA agreed upon the No-Build and two build alternatives, Alternatives C and D, to be carried 
forward for analysis in the EIS following the public comment period. 

Alternatives C and D were carried forward because they met the Purpose and Need. 

ALTERNATIVE 

C 

Addition of two managed lanes 
in each direction 

ALTERNATIVE 

D 

EXISTING 
CONDITIONS 

No-Build 

Addition of one managed lane and 
a part-time drivable shoulder (PTDS) 

in each direction as part of the 
managed lanes system 

For illustrative purposes only. During fnal design, decisions could be made as to where the new lanes would be placed. 

Summary of Potential Impacts 
RECOMMENDED 

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

ALTERNATIVE C ALTERNATIVE D 
RESOURCE ADDS ONE MANAGED LANE + PTDS ADDS TWO MANAGED LANES 

Potential Residential Acquisitions 21 23 

Potential Commercial Acquisitions 0 0 

Other Potential Acquisitions 0 0 

Total Acres of Impacted Portions of Property * 60 65 

Estimated Stream Impacts (linear feet) 11,356 11,674 

Estimated Wetland Impacts (acres) ** 103 107 

* Does not include total acreage of acquired properties Impacts shown are a worst-case scenario and will be revisited and refned during 
** Excludes impacts to ditches fnal design and permitting. 

For VDOT’s Guide for Property Owners and Tenants, visit: https://www.virginiadot.org/ 
business/resources/Right_of_way/A_Guide_for_Property_Owners_and_Tenants.pdf 

After analysis of the concept options presented during the Citizen Comment Opportunity in February through March 
2021, VDOT reduced the concepts to a range of two alternatives, plus the No-Build alternative, based on factors of 
engineering, costs, traffic and impacts. For these two alternatives, VDOT considered in greater detail how they would 
connect to adjacent projects and within the Hampton Roads Express Lanes (HREL), while meeting the Purpose and Need 
for the study and balancing costs and impacts. 

Based on this analysis, VDOT recommends Alternative C, the addition of one managed lane and a part-time drivable 
shoulder in each direction, as the Preferred Alternative. 

ALTERNATIVE C: 
ALTERNATIVE 

• Best meets the Purpose and Need while balancing costs and impacts. 

• The addition of one managed lane and one part-time drivable shoulder 
is consistent with the improvements underway for HREL, which will allow 

C 
Addition of one managed lane and a

for buses to operate in the Express Lanes. part-time drivable shoulder (PTDS) in each 
direction as part of the managed lanes system 

VDOT’s recommendation is the alternative that the Department has determined to be permittable, as the USACE can 
only authorize the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative through its permit process. Following public 
comment and action by the Commonwealth Transportation Board, VDOT would document the preferred alternative in the 
Draft EIS and advance with permit applications. 

PROGRESSION OF THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

VDOT Recommends 
Preferred 

Alternative 

Preferred Alternative 
Documented in the Draft 

Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) 

Commonwealth 
Transportation Board Acts 
on Preferred Alternative 

Proximity to Other Major Projects 

The Hampton Roads Express Lanes (HREL) network consists of 

multiple segments of Express Lanes that will provide safe and 

reliable travel options and relieve congestion in the region. 

Expanding along I-64 from Bowers Hill in Chesapeake to past 

Denbigh Boulevard in Newport News, HREL is estimated to be 

completed in late winter 2025. The Bowers Hill Interchange 

Improvements Study is still in the study phase and is not a part 

of HREL. 

https://www.virginiadot.org
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